Northern Health Healthy Communities E-Brief

May 2025

Welcome to the Northern Health Healthy Communities E-Brief. This monthly newsletter,
brought to you by the Healthy Communities team, aims to keep local governments and
community organizations in Northern BC informed about resources, upcoming events,
and funding opportunities that promote health and well-being.

Resources

Let’s Talk About Placemaking

Canadian Urban Institute

Let's Talk About Placemaking is a new publication developed collaboratively by
Canada’s Placemaking Community, the Canadian Urban Institute (CUI),
PlacemakingUS, and a range of leading practitioners across Canada and
internationally. It's a visually rich resource that provides a comprehensive look at the
value created by contemporary placemaking in Canada.

The Great BC School Food Cookbook

This new cookbook showcases 60 recipe and stories created by classrooms across BC
using BC ingredients. It is designed to inspire school meal programs and chefs to get
creative in the kitchen.

Events and learning opportunities

Climate Change and Health in British Columbia: From Risk to Resilience

Date: May 8, 2025, 10 to 11 am PT

Climate change is one of the most pressing health challenges of our time. Here in
British Columbia, we are already experiencing the impacts of climate change with
extreme heat, wildfires, floods, and droughts becoming more frequent and severe. Join
this webinar to learn about the Climate Change and Health in British Columbia: From
Risk to Resilience report, which highlights effective and equitable measures that can be
taken across government, multiple sectors, and the health system to support a healthy,
climate resilient and sustainable British Columbia.

Northern Health Healthy Communities Forum

Date: May 12, 2025

Reqister for the Healthy Communities Forum by May 7. In the morning join Northern
Health’s Healthy Communities team to explore community health topics that interest you
most. Engage in meaningful dialogue and learn from each other about strengthening
healthy communities in Northern BC. While there are many influences in our lives today,
it is at the local level where policies and plans directly affect the health and well-being of
our citizens. Local leaders play a crucial role in shaping the conditions that impact the
health of individuals and communities. They create places and spaces that cultivate
belonging, inclusion, connectedness, and engagement.
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https://www.northernhealth.ca/services/healthy-living-in-communities/healthy-communities
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplacemakingcommunity.ca%2Flets-talk-about-placemaking-2025%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLana.Pestaluky%40northernhealth.ca%7C50a0af8f82d64a52cd9808dd71ff10d1%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638792062502465245%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ux%2F4rMonB8YoUjr6flm2iVQfOQi8NNuacXtNN9p2OLg%3D&reserved=0
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/agriculture-and-seafood/feedbc/k12/all-about-bc/the_great_bc_school_food_cookbook.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/N6pSTewnTcCCwzj0FP7KZg#/registration
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclimatereadybc.gov.bc.ca%2Fpages%2Fhealth&data=05%7C02%7Csonia.botchev%40bccdc.ca%7C933141d1c1e340412cbe08dd81b98702%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638809356071278099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=18AWchY5dS0rdqog7vjP48ySueVfjKIZwh%2BLEJ%2Fs71c%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclimatereadybc.gov.bc.ca%2Fpages%2Fhealth&data=05%7C02%7Csonia.botchev%40bccdc.ca%7C933141d1c1e340412cbe08dd81b98702%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638809356071278099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=18AWchY5dS0rdqog7vjP48ySueVfjKIZwh%2BLEJ%2Fs71c%3D&reserved=0
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/northern-health-healthy-communities-forum-tickets-1263155324579?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.northernhealth.ca/services/healthy-living-in-communities/healthy-communities

In the afternoon, join Northern Health leaders dedicated to Health Human Resources.
Learn about the efforts undertaken by the Province and Northern Health to improve the
recruitment and retention of health care workers, including Indigenous peoples. Hear
from a panel of other local government officials, staff, and community partners about the
innovations undertaken to bring health care staff to their communities (and keep them
there). Participate in dialogue on how community assets can help with local planning to
support recruitment and retention.

Streets for Life: Unlocking the many benefits of safe walking and cycling

Date: May 12, 2025

This webinar will launch World Health Organization’s new toolkit "Promoting walking
and cycling: a toolkit of policy options" and present the case for walking and cycling as
forces for health, sustainable transport, road safety, equity, and climate resilience.

Rural Minds Matter Townhalls

Dates: May 13, 14, and 15, 2025

Overcome challenges and building resilience to face crisis. Join these free community
sessions, hosted by Stigma-Free Mental Health and AgSafe/AgLife BC, to discuss your
experiences, and hear solutions for living, and thriving, in rural and remote regions.
Reqister for events in Terrace (May 13), Prince George (May 14), and Fort St. John
(May 15).

Webinar series: Agriculture, food systems literacy, and secondary schools
Dates: May 15 and May 27, 2025

This webinar series is designed for educators, administrator, community partners and
anyone interested in strengthening the connection between agriculture, food systems,
and secondary schools in BC. Throughout the series, participants will learn from
educators who have successfully created BAA certified courses related to agriculture
and found innovative ways to embed agriculture into the existing curriculum. To learn
more or register: https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/cultivating-curiosity/

From then to now: Community voices on food access and climate change in
remote BC

Date: May 22, 2025, 10 to 11 am PT

In this webinar, community members from multiple remote communities across BC will
share their lived experiences with food access and reflect on how conditions have
changed — or remained the same — since their original stories were shared as part of the
Food Access and Climate Change Impact Stories project.
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https://who.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_KsO9-ihDQ8KTDPIPkO-QcA#/registration
https://stigmafreementalhealth.com/
https://agsafebc.ca/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/o/the-aglife-network-79140400883
https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/cultivating-curiosity/
https://ubc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1VsBElGJSdm2UsYq1FyKbA#/registration
https://foodcostingstories.bccdc.ca/

Funding opportunities

IMAGINE Community Grants (Northern Health)

Deadline: May 16, 2025

The Northern Health IMAGINE Community Grant supports community-based projects
with a focus on mental wellness, community diversity, harm reduction, climate health
action, food security, active living, and/or community safety. Northern BC community
organizations, schools, Indigenous organizations, and local government are eligible to
apply for grants of up to $10,000.

2 Billion Trees Program (Government of Canada)

Deadlines: May 15, 2025, and September 18, 2025.

Learn more about the 2 Billion Trees (2BT) program and apply today. The 2BT program
will process and assess proposals based on the submission date and provide decisions
at specific intervals. There are two different streams: 1.) Tree Planting Stream: for
organizations, including for-profit organizations and non-profit organizations interested
in tree planting projects, and 2.) Indigenous Funding Stream: for Indigenous
governments/communities/organizations interested in tree planting and/or capacity
building projects.

FireSmart Pilot Program for Regional District Cooperative Community Wildfire
Response Organizations (Union of BC Municipalities)

Deadline: May 30, 2025

The FireSmart Pilot Program provides funding to regional districts in BC to increase
community resiliency, and to help build a cooperative pathway for wildfire response by
providing training and purchasing personal protective equipment for areas without
structural fire protection.

Active Transportation Planning program grants (Union of BC Municipalities)
Deadline: September 30, 2025

Local governments with populations under 25,000 can apply for up to $30,000 for active
transportation planning.

First Nation Funding Grants - New Relationship Trust
Deadline: December 05, 2025 (or when funds are exhausted)
Opening: May 13, 2025

The Youth Grant program provides funding to youth groups in First Nation
communities to support inclusiveness, belonging, physical and mental well-being,
cultural, traditional, creative, and entrepreneurial activities.

The K-12 Education Grant program provides funding for First Nation Kindergarten to
Grade 12 classes to support learning environments that support them to aspire to
and experience greater opportunities for higher educational outcomes.
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https://www.northernhealth.ca/services/healthy-living-in-communities/imagine-grants
https://www.canada.ca/en/campaign/2-billion-trees/2-billion-trees-program/2-billion-trees-program-ongoing-call-for-proposals.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/campaign/2-billion-trees/2-billion-trees-program/2-billion-trees-program-ongoing-call-for-proposals.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/campaign/2-billion-trees/2-billion-trees-program/2-billion-trees-program-ongoing-call-for-proposals.html
https://www.ubcm.ca/cri/firesmart-pilot-program-regional-district-cooperative-community-wildfire-response-organizations
https://www.ubcm.ca/lgps/active-transportation-planning
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewrelationshiptrust.ca%2Fapply-for-funding%2Ffirst-nation-funding-grants%2Fyouth-grants%2F&data=05%7C02%7CErin.Powers%40northernhealth.ca%7C7961aff027e040abbd3d08dd84507d5a%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638812203429801478%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oRbumYpjmoI4%2FKcNn5%2BavG3r9yKF1W6lsnTDoqVMQDk%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewrelationshiptrust.ca%2Fapply-for-funding%2Ffirst-nation-funding-grants%2Feducation-k-12-grants%2F&data=05%7C02%7CErin.Powers%40northernhealth.ca%7C7961aff027e040abbd3d08dd84507d5a%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638812203429814289%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=akBzDU2dTa9l6qnsmV8SGKl%2BBOQZ8yoQBAqZP5yZbpE%3D&reserved=0

The Language Grant program provides funding to First Nation communities for

initiatives that revitalize First Nation languages and supports activities that build
capacity to encourage and create new fluent speakers.

The Elder Grant program provides funding to elder groups in First Nation
communities to improve access, experiences, and activities for maintaining
inclusion, belonging, cultural, emotional, mobility, health, and physical well-being.

The Nation Building program provides multi-year funding to First Nations and Tribal
Councils to support their nation building activities. Eligible projects and initiatives
include those that are meant to strengthen the institutional, governance, and
community capacities.

See First Nations - New Relationship Trust for other granting opportunities.

Local Community Accessibility Grants (SPARC BC)

Deadline: Ongoing until March 2026

Municipalities and regional districts in BC can apply for up to $25,000 to support
persons with disabilities. This funding helps remove barriers identified by local
government Accessibility Committees or Accessibility Plans.

Regional Homebuilding Innovation Initiative (Government of Canada)
Deadline: March 31, 2026, or when funding is fully exhausted

This initiative supports the residential homebuilding supply chain in BC. It advances
innovative homebuilding solutions and boosts manufacturing efficiency.

Homelessness Community Action Grants Program (SPARC BC)

Deadline: Ongoing

Apply for one-time funding to support local planning and collaborative initiatives that
address the needs of those who are homeless or at risk of homelessness.

Northern Healthy Communities Fund (Northern Development Initiative Trust)
Deadline: Ongoing

If your community is nearby an LNG Canada or Coastal GasLink project, apply for the
Northern Healthy Communities Fund to help manage the economic growth from major
development projects.

Northern Health Stories

The power of community connections: A path to better health and well-being
Imagine living in a place where people greet each other warmly, offer help when
needed, and celebrate special moments together. A strong sense of community can
change our lives for the better...continue reading.

Thriving Indigenous food systems benefit all people, and our planet
Earth Day 2025 calls on us to recognize Our Power, Our Planet — not just in terms of
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https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewrelationshiptrust.ca%2Fapply-for-funding%2Ffirst-nation-funding-grants%2Flanguage-culture-grants%2F&data=05%7C02%7CErin.Powers%40northernhealth.ca%7C7961aff027e040abbd3d08dd84507d5a%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638812203429828180%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1Pg%2B5MKtMVVQ1OitJPS%2Br0QSgQPlF6l1i17Hk%2FoFhic%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewrelationshiptrust.ca%2Fapply-for-funding%2Ffirst-nation-funding-grants%2Felder-grants%2F&data=05%7C02%7CErin.Powers%40northernhealth.ca%7C7961aff027e040abbd3d08dd84507d5a%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638812203429845782%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NdqiS1bWRz%2BOusN6%2FQ4eeXQ3K2FdkyV37VU%2BLYRHE3g%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewrelationshiptrust.ca%2Fapply-for-funding%2Ffirst-nation-funding-grants%2Fnation-building-grants%2F&data=05%7C02%7CErin.Powers%40northernhealth.ca%7C7961aff027e040abbd3d08dd84507d5a%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638812203429858842%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xZHt4Wi4bzHyUXBcjHP%2ByxOCW1eFzTMarxKtnQ9lMec%3D&reserved=0
https://newrelationshiptrust.ca/apply-for-funding/funding-overview/overview-of-funding-programs/
https://www.sparc.bc.ca/partnerships/local-community-accessibility-grant-program/
https://www.canada.ca/en/pacific-economic-development/services/funding/regional-homebuilding-innovation-initiative.html
https://www.sparc.bc.ca/partnerships/provincial-homelessness-grants/
https://www.northerndevelopment.bc.ca/funding-programs/partner-programs/northern-healthy-communities-fund/
https://stories.northernhealth.ca/stories/power-community-connections-path-better-health-and-well-being
https://www.earthday.org/

renewable energy, but also the power of communities to lead climate action....continue
reading.

See the latest stories at stories.northernhealth.ca.

E-Brief subscription information

To subscribe, send a blank email to healthycommunities@northernhealth.ca with
“subscribe” in the subject line.

To unsubscribe, send a blank email to healthycommunities@northernhealth.ca with
“‘unsubscribe” in the subject line.

If you have any questions about our list and your privacy, please phone 250-637-1615.
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https://stories.northernhealth.ca/stories/dietitians-share-their-favourite-no-fuss-weeknight-meals
https://stories.northernhealth.ca/stories/dietitians-share-their-favourite-no-fuss-weeknight-meals
https://stories.northernhealth.ca/stories/dietitians-share-their-favourite-no-fuss-weeknight-meals
https://stories.northernhealth.ca/
mailto:healthycommunities@northernhealth.ca
mailto:healthycommunities@northernhealth.ca
https://www.facebook.com/NorthernHealth
https://twitter.com/Northern_Health
https://www.instagram.com/northernhealthbc/
https://www.youtube.com/@NorthernhealthCanada
https://www.linkedin.com/company/northern-health-authority/
https://stories.northernhealth.ca/
https://www.northernhealth.ca/
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