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BOARD SUCCESSION PLANNING AND RENEWAL PROCESS  BRD 430 

INTRODUCTION 
The Board of Directors of Northern Health (the “Board”) is responsible for 
ensuring the effective delivery of health care across northern British Columbia.  
The value of the Board, in meeting its mandate, comes from the knowledge of 
the Directors, their cohesion as a group, their relationship with the President and 
Chief Executive Officer (the “CEO”), and their commitment to improving health 
outcomes for the people of northern British Columbia. 
Directors contribute their professional knowledge and governance experience to 
policy formation, decision-making and oversight of Northern Health.  To ensure 
continuity and to provide for long-term renewal, the Board requires Directors who 
have the ability and willingness to govern, and are prepared to: 

1. Contribute their judgment 
2. Invest the level of time and effort required 
3. Personally commit to Northern Health’s Mission, Vision and Values. 

While the authority of appointment rests with the Minister of Health, the 
Governance and Management Relations Committee (the “GMR Committee”) will 
work closely with the Government of British Columbia’s Crown Agencies and 
Board Resourcing Office (CABRO) to identify qualified candidates for 
recommendation to the Minister. 

OBJECTIVE OF BOARD SUCCESSION AND RENEWAL PLAN 
The objective of the Board Succession and Renewal Plan is to ensure that, 
collectively, the Directors have the knowledge and skills necessary to enhance 
the long-term performance of the organization.   
The suitability of candidates for the Board is considered by examining a 
combination of many factors, including: 
1. Personal attributes and traits 
2. Community standing 
3. Qualifications and expertise 
4. Diversity of viewpoints 
The process of recruiting Directors will be guided by a Board Selection Criteria 
Profile which sets out the general qualifications to be used in the identification of 
individual candidates as well as the key qualifications and core competencies 
required for the Board as a whole. 
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BOARD SELECTION CRITERIA PROFILE 
General Profile for Potential Directors 
In the identification and evaluation of individual candidates, the following general 
profile will apply: 
1. Personal Attributes 

a. high ethical standards and integrity in professional and personal dealings 
b. appreciation of responsibilities to the public 
c. flexibility, responsiveness and willingness to consider change 
d. ability and willingness to listen to others 
e. capability for a wide perspective on issues 
f. ability to work and contribute as a team member 
g. willingness to act on and remain accountable for boardroom decisions 
h. respectful of others 

2. Informed Judgment and Independence 
a. ability to provide wise, thoughtful counsel on a broad range of issues 
b. ability and willingness to raise potentially controversial issues in a manner 

that encourages dialogue 
c. constructive in expressing ideas and opinions 
d. analytical problem-solving and decision-making skills 

3. High Performance Standards 
a. personal history of achievements that reflect high standards for 

themselves and others 
4. Education and Experience 

a. advanced formal education desirable but not mandatory 
b. successful record of achievement in his or her chosen field of endeavour 

Key Qualifications and Core Competencies 
To fulfill the Board’s complex roles, the Board is strongest and most effective 
when key qualifications and core competencies are represented on the Board as 
a whole.  In addition to the general profile requirements, each Director should 
contribute knowledge, experience and skills in at least one or two areas of 
expertise/critical competencies1: 
1. Accounting/finance qualifications 
2. Legal qualifications 

 
1 Refer to the Competencies Matrix for a Governing Board maintained by the Corporate Secretary 
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3. Governance expertise **2 
4. Understanding of government structures and processes ** 
5. Business management acumen 
6. Knowledge of current and emerging health issues 
7. Public sector knowledge 
8. Labour relations and human resources 
9. Financial literacy ** 
10. Communications or public relations 
11. Technology 
12. Environmental and social governance (e.g. diversity, equity and inclusion; 

climate change) 
13. Cultural safety and anti-indigenous racism 
 
Commitment and Capacity to Contribute 
In addition to possessing personal attributes and key qualifications required of a 
Board member, a Director is expected to: 
1. Declare any conflict of interest ** 
2. Commit the time that is required to fulfil his or her responsibilities 
3. Attend all scheduled Board and committee meetings, attend occasional 

special meetings, and be adequately prepared for all meetings 
4. Travel, as required, to participate in Board and committee meetings and to 

occasionally represent the Board at special events, particularly in the  
geographic area the Board member lives in (BRD610) 

5. Act in compliance with provincial government policy and direction, Northern 
Health’s Standards of Conduct Guidelines, and Board policy BRD210 -  Code 
of Conduct and Conflict of Interest Guidelines for Directors 

6. Bring the perspective of northern residents to the affairs of Northern Health 
7. Perform duties consistent with the overall mandate and policies of Northern 

Health and the Ministry of Health 
8. Sign, for public posting, the Ministry of Health mandate letter each year in 

order to demonstrate support of the mandate  
 
 

 
2 Items marked with a double asterisk ** are considered critical 
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Identifying Vacancies and Sourcing Qualified Candidates 
1. The GMR Committee will identify the need for future appointments at least six 

months prior to the expiry of current Directors’ terms of appointment. The 
Corporate Secretary will notify the CABRO of the anticipated requirements. 

2. A Director will be asked to continue to serve if, in the opinion of the Board 
Chair and in consultation with the Chair of the committee the Director serves 
on, the Director has performed satisfactorily  

3. Relevant factors in the consideration of satisfactory performance will be : 
a. The appointee’s contribution to the strategic goals and objectives of 

Northern Health  
b. Participation in Board, committee work and other activities in support of 

the organization   
4. If the person is prepared to continue as a Director the Corporate Secretary 

will notify the CABRO of the person’s willingness to serve and the 
recommended duration of the re-appointment    

5. When positions become vacant, the GMR Committee will develop a skills 
profile for the position consistent with the Board Selection Criteria Profile and 
the Competencies Matrix.  In identifying the requirements, consideration will 
be given to the present membership of the Board and to the key qualifications 
which should be added or strengthened over time to maintain a Board which 
will meet the evolving needs of Northern Health.  This objective will most 
likely be achieved by a body of Directors with an appreciation of the diverse 
needs and interests of the people of northern British Columbia and an 
understanding of the challenges of effective health care delivery in a vast and 
remote geographic area. 

6. The GMR Committee will work with the CABRO to identify and review 
qualified candidates.  Current Board members will be encouraged to identify 
potential candidates known to them through personal or community contacts.  
Candidates determined to have the required qualifications will be interviewed 
by the Board Chair and discussed with the GMR Committee.  During the 
course of the interviews, the Board Chair will ensure that candidates have a 
clear understanding of the requirements of a Director and are prepared to 
make the necessary commitments of time, energy and expertise if appointed. 

7. The GMR Committee will make its recommendations to the Board.  Once the 
Board has approved the candidates to be nominated, the Corporate Secretary 
will forward its recommendations to the CABRO for consideration by the 
Minister of Health. 

8. All recommendations to the Minister will be based on an objective 
assessment of the fit between the skills and qualifications of the prospective 
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candidate or candidates and the needs of the organization.  While care will be 
taken in identifying candidates who can effectively represent the regional, 
ethnic, age and gender diversity of northern British Columbia, the overriding 
principle is selection based on merit. 

9. To achieve a good balance between continuity of experience and injection of 
fresh perspectives to the Board, appointments to the Board should be 
staggered.  Generally, appointments are not renewed beyond a maximum of 
six years.   

10. Individuals who have been employed in the provincial health system during 
the past two years or individuals who are currently serving in an elected 
public office are not eligible as candidates for Board appointment, unless 
otherwise directed by the CABRO. 

 
See also: 
 
BRD140 – Terms of Reference - Director 
BRD200 - Board Role and Governance Overview 
BRD210 - Code of Conduct and Conflict of Interest Guidelines for Directors 
 

 


